SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
Vision: Cock and Bull Festival is proudly put on to raise money for Jamie’s
Farm, the charity arm of our family who help disadvantaged young people.
Sustainability is part of Jamie’s Farms visions and values and as such it’s
part of Cock and Bulls. We want to create a festival that is sustainable
and encourages our festival goers to become more sustainable.
-

Festival Vision: 2025 is a shared vision for a
sustainable festival industry. The 2025 Pledge
brings together festivals that wish to take action
to create a sustainable future.
Cock and Bull Festival has joined the growing
number of committed festival organisers by
taking the Pledge aiming to make the festival
industry an exemplar of environmental
responsibility.

Cock and Bull festival will aim to achieve a 50% reduction in festival-related annual
GHG emissions by 2025. As a participating festival, we will put measures in place to
achieve this, such as:








Reducing waste where possible and aiming for 50% (or more) recycling rates by
2025;
Reducing reliance on fossil fuels where possible and aiming to reduce annual
diesel consumption by 50% (or more) by 2025;
Working with audiences, suppliers and artists to positively influence travel
choices and reduce travel-related emissions;
Working with the supply chain to improve accountability and the sustainability of
food sourcing;
Working together as an industry to share experiences (positive and negative)
about changes we make, sharing best practice and working toward industry
standards where appropriate;
Measuring key impacts using credible methods in order to measure progress;
Sharing information to enable (anonymous) annual reporting for the industry e.g.
working with Powerful Thinking and other closely affiliated organisations such as
Julie’s Bicycle and A Greener Festival.

At Cock and Bull Festival we have 6 key themes that cover the main
aspects of our festival:

We have reviewed these themes in regards to sustainability and have highlighted what we
already do that is sustainable and have recommended new green initiatives that we will be
implementing this year to help us become as sustainable as we can.

1.

Sustainable Procurement

Food & Drink
Our locally sourced food and drink is arguably our favourite part of our festival
minus the great music and the Farmer Olympics. This year we are ensuring the
following is undertaken:












Only compostable plates, cutlery, napkins and pizza boxes are to be used
by our stands at the festival site. Use of plastic cups, plates and cutlery by
stands is not permitted;
Only reusable Jamie’s Farm branded pint and half pint cups will be sold by
the bars. The first pint will cost a bit more then you can reuse your cup
throughout the rest of the festival;
We are lucky to be able to provide a lot of the meat and some of the veg from
Jamie’s Farm itself, however things that we don’t have enough of, for
example burgers, we will source within 30 miles or less from the Festival site.
We have a brilliant local butcher and local wholesale store that supply us with
what we need;
The amazing Boston Tea Party will be keeping us refreshed and awake with
their teas and coffees. They have taken a stand and are no longer using
single use takeaway cups, we welcome this and will join with them so either
bring your keep or buy one of our Boston Tea Party/ Cock and Bull festival
ones!
No bottled water will be sold on site in order to reduce plastic, instead fresh
drinking water will be available at the bars or from taps around the site. As
this is the case please do bring a reusable bottle or again buy one of our
Cock and Bull Festival stainless steel water flasks;
We won’t be using drinks that come in plastic bottles where we can help it to
reduce our bars plastic! #Plasticless.

Products
We don’t sell much merchandise, but what we do sell we want it to be sustainably
sourced and not litter the earth, as this is the case we will make sure that:







Cock and Bull Festival T-shirts will be made from 100% cotton and have ecofriendly dyes;
Cock and bull branded stainless steel water bottles and Boston Tea Party
keep cups will be sold to STOP single use cup usage;
Non-biodegradable glitter will be on the not permitted list;
Festival programs will be printed on FSC Certified paper;
Where possible event specific items such as signs, display materials,
lanyards, badges etc. are to have no dates and can be reused;
Only laminate when necessary;

2. Sustainable Transport
Travel, especially by car, is sadly the biggest environmental impact of any event. As
this is the case, we will be encouraging the use of sustainable forms of travel and
rewarding those that choose to use it. To reduce our carbon emissions of getting to
Cock and Bull Festival we will:


Promote car sharing through GoCarShare
https://gocarshare.com/festival/cock-bull-festival
Reward cycling to our festival by offering a free pint to those that have
arrived by bike!
Provide cycle racks to encourage people to hop on their bikes;
Provide Volunteer tent drop off point in Bath will be provided during the week
before the festival for volunteers that wish to cycle and don’t want to carry
their tents – One car to take it all!
Give festival goers the option to Balance their festival miles in collaboration
with Energy Revolution - We’re working with charity Energy Revolution to
balance your fossil-fuel travel miles to the festival. 100% of your donation will
be invested directly into clean renewable energy – helping to tackle the
environmental impacts of your journey and turning a problem into a solution!
We charge £10 for car parking to encourage car sharing and to ensure the
field that people park in is maintained for the rest of the year. If you have
three or more people in your car you will get a £5 pixie voucher to spend at
the festival;
Promote Sustainable Travel Options by email and social media. Due to our
secret location, we will email the best routes to get to our festival during the
weeks and month before the festival;
Run a Post Event Survey that encourages feedback on how people got to the
event and where they came from.













3. Waste and Recycling Management
Festivals as you can imagine, can create a lot of waste. At Cock and Bull in
previous years, we have managed to recycle around 51% of our Waste,
diverting it from Landfill. This year we want to up our game so are looking at
ways to reduce waste coming on to site and to up our recycling rate to 75%. In
order to do this we will undertake the following:




As already stated all cups sold from the bars are reusable;
No single use cups will be provided on site, teas and coffees will be sold in
keep cups that can be returned or kept to use throughout the festival;
Working with our drinks suppliers to get rid of the use of plastic bottles for
soft drinks etc. Water will not be sold in bottles;











Plogging – the fitness craze that is sweeping the streets will be on the
programme for all you budding running enthusiasts. Picking litter whilst
running will be happening on both the Saturday and Sunday for your
enjoyment and to help us!
100% of our toilets will be compostable. Natural event supply our
composting toilets and provide us with recycled toilet paper for them. They
also supply us with concept hand sanitiser; this is a non-perfumed,
colourless, fully biodegradable and not tested on animals, just the type of
product we like!
Excess toilet roll will be provided by Who gives a Crap Toilet Paper
https://uk.whogivesacrap.org/ - This is a great company that provide 100%
recycled toilet paper in funky packaging that has no plastics. They also give
50% of their profits away to toilet charities.
Our Sustainability Team will be patrolling the festival encouraging recycling
and picking up waste and recycling;
There is a no glass policy on site so festival goers are encouraged not to
bring any;
More Bins provide us with recycling points for all different types of recycling
including food waste around the festival site, to help with separating and
sorting.

4. Energy
Cock and Bull are committed to monitoring and trying to reduce its energy
usage. This is a section we are still working on so bear with us!











Our Cob Ovens used for our Pizza Stand is fuelled with locally sourced
wood;
Our Fire pit will also use locally sourced wood;
We do not have any hot showers on site, a solar shower is provided on site
for those that want to brave the cold!
Where amps and stage lighting can be turned off at night they will be;
LED lighting and efficient equipment is used where possible;
Our amazing kids stage this year is a bicycle & solar powered stage - see
here: https://www.facebook.com/cycdusoleil/
Our Full Circle Stage runs on a small petrol generator but the rest is off of
mains power. In the future we are hoping the Full Circle may be able to go
Solar… watch this space…
Currently some propane gas is used for cooking and electric hobs;
All power is turned off at night apart from key lighting and festoons, this
lighting is turned off in the morning when the sun is up;
There is no lighting around the campsite, to reduce our energy consumption,
so don’t forget your torch!

5. Nature and Ecology
Looking after the land is something we get, Cock and Bull festival is situated on a
farm that is used all year round so it is important we look after what we have. To
ensure that we do, this year we are:





Planning to carry out a habitat and biodiversity survey for the festival site
and will identify any steps that need to be taken to protect wildlife;
Low flow/aerated taps/showers will be installed at water and shower
points around the site to reduce water use on site and reduce the
pressure on the water over the festival;
We make sure no waste is left in the fields so that the sheep can just
munch on grass and have a healthy diet.

6. Education
At Cock and Bull Festival, we want to educate our festival goers to allow them to
acquire the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values necessary to shape a
sustainable future for the world. This year we are undertaking the following:











We have a sustainability coordinator for the festival to help the festival
become as sustainable as possible;
We have a sustainability team of volunteers at the festival to help sort the
waste and recycling and promote sustainability on the site;
We will use social media and blogs to encourage sustainable behaviour prior
to arrival and during the festival;
Green initiatives emails will be sent out to volunteers and festival goers with
top tips for being green during a festival, what to bring and what not to bring
to help us;
Green Briefing will be given to all Crew and volunteer;
Leave no trace! We encourage Festivalgoers to take their belongings home
with them and to put their rubbish in the bins and use the recycling bins;
We will promote initiatives for sustainability in the festival industry and be a
part of what is going on such as the Festival Vision 2025 pledge and other
industry initiatives where we can;
Section in the programme and on the website about our green initiatives at
the festival this year;
One of Jamie’s Farms talks will be on Sustainability during the programme;
Produce a 2018 post event sustainability report to celebrate the things we
have done and with key recommendations for the following year so we are
continually learning how to do things better!

